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WE who wish to be ace. 
quainted with what are com- 


monly called the manners, cusioms and 
constitution of the Arabs, must not 
expect here to find a regular his- 
tory of them; the following sheets 
containing little more than a simple 
narration of the daily occurrences, on a 
A Journey across the Grand Desart of 
Arabia, 


11 PREF ACE. 


* 


Arabia, with a few occasional remarks, 
and perhaps uſcful hints, to ſuch as 
may hereafter travel that way; as well 
as for the satisfaction of chose who in 


their retirement are desirous of recti- 


fying any mistaken notions they 
may have imbibed, by perusing the 

journals of various other travellers, who | 
have written, (it | 18 true) with more 
prolixity on the same $ubject, but 
many without having had the ad van-| . 
tages of sufficient leisure for inquiry 
onthe {; pot, or the necessary knowledge 
of the country languages, to render 
their accounts and observations as cor- 


| 
rect as they might have wished, 
As 


PREFACE. it 


As the reader will see, that the work 
now offered to him is merely the ſab- 
ject of a letter written to a private and 
intimate friend; I cannot better apologize 
for the style of it, than by assuring him, 
it was not intended for publication till 
very lately, when a number of gentle- 

men whom I have the honour of be- 3 


ing acquainted with, after having per- 


used the manusctipt, expressed their 
desire of being furnished with copies. 
My time being limited, and my 
circumstances inadequate to the ex- 


pence that the wages of manual tran- 


scribers would require, I ventured at 


lengths 


i nE ACE 


8 to send it to the press,—Should 

it prove instrumental to the rafety or 
comfort of any future traveller, my 

end is answered; and che laches of . 
few intereſted critics shall not diſtreſs 
me, if I am forrunate enough to secure 


the approbation of my steady and in- 
delgent readers. 


ur Dns, bo ial and 
AVING now in safety got to the end of 
H my Journey, though 1 my 6ituation does 
not as yet, in its . state, allow me to 
dwell so diffusely as I could wish, on a sub- 
j whereby a clearer head and an al pen, 
| 7 afford entertainment, I take up the pen, 
in adherence to my promise from Turkey, to | 
offer you a faithful account of my trip from 
Aleppo to Bassors, in my way to India; 
boping that you will attribute its laconism to 
B hurry 


— 
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- hurry and digappointment, and not to indolenea 


or wilful neglect From the same motives, 

you will moſt probably have room to find fault 
with my diction ; but as I am now attempting 
—not a flowery novel but a friendly letter, the 
| following lines of Milton may not be mal a 


propos on the occasion, 25 they will plead with 
a thousand times the energy that any lan uage I 


am master of can possibly do for me. 


6 A lover fight, and . ning han 


« Ul, whence haply mention may arise 
Of something not uustasonable to ask ;“ | | 
raab. LoST, Book VILE, 


To say more, by way of ay 2pology, would 
be to doubt of your good natured and indul- 
gent derade and 1 feel that erßch does 
not allow me to say less. 


You. 


r 
authors on this subject, and I have freq diy 
heard you exclaim with adtonighment, that any 
civilized man in his senses could prefer journeys 
ing through #0 inhoopitzble and barbarous 3 
country, t6 going Quiet! fit a ence! rob the 

Cape of Good Hope j—These reflectionis havs 
excited in ine ih ürdest nie, my fritnd, th 
you mult neceaarily draw from the perazal of 
errineous narratives; = 


Ax author, in fotmer tities, in publishing 3 

| work, had for his object the utility Pg. 
——Did he wiite a romance, he was sure (to 
what beigbt-soever he cartied hie fiction) 
from the various images to draw ſome conelu- 
zion of tnorality ; 50 that, at the tame time that 
B2 the 
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the imagination was fired, the mind was 
imperceptibly improving. Was history his 
nende topic, he would, by diligent inquiries, 
and by comparing the assertions of many au- 
thors, collect what bore the greatest resem- 
blance to truth, and even then offer it to the 
public with a difidence (by quoting his autho- 
rities) which at once shewed, that he was de- . 
sirous of being as correct as the distance of time 
between the fact and the narration could possibly 
enable him.— Such works, however, are now 
exploded as dull reading; and it seems a receiv- 
as opinion with most of the Sos roman- | 
tic histor:ographers, | (if I may use the express ion | 
without appearing paradoxical) particularly with. 
the strolling part of them, that nothing a 
worth ending to the press, but what for the two 


thirds at least contains unheard of anecdotes, 


| end not unfrequently the offsprings of a wonder- 
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branch of knowledge is brought to auch a height. 
of perfection, they possibly conclude, that every 
endeayour to blend the «tile with the dulce must, 

at best, be murdering of time, whilst a field is 
afforded. the writer, to exhibit himself as the 
- tanifhing berg af hin work, 


THAT every man has his hobby-horse we all 
know, and if that of an author is the attempt 
of affording amusement to himself, or his read · 
ers, even at the expence of his veracity, with - 
out doing any further Mischbef, L bes u 
tion to his indulging himself but this, I am 
sorry to find, is far from being the case with 
many of our travellers now a days; they expect 
you ſhall take for granted every incident in 
their memoirs, and would be highly offended 
were you to express your doubt of a angle 


assertion 
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| nisertion, From your own feelings, you must 
allow that such writers do a great deal of harm, 
by being the sure means of terrifying and de- 
terring some from indulging their euriosity of 
visiting those parts so much renowned in ancient 
history, and of keeping others who are on their 
travels in continual fear, where, perhaps the 
least danger is to be expected. I do not mean, 
my friend, by this to insinuate that a person 
travelling through the desarts of Arabia, is to 
lay aside every apprehension of danger, and 
consider himielf in perfect 8ecurity z yet I will 
venture to vouch, as well from aa experi- it] 
ence, 28 from / what little knowledge of thoes 
parts re been able to acquire during my 
nine years residence in Arabia, that (compara- 
tively speaking) much more is to be apprehended, 
and many more are the instances of murders 
and robberies committed in some of the most 
| civilized 
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civilized parts of Europe (as we may daily 
read in the papers) than what we find in these 
barbarous parts; and that if 2. person, on auch 
an occasion, takes the proper precautions of 
having a strong guard, and avoids dhe ostents · 
tion of exposing to their view. things of great 


value, or any glittering toy that is likely to 
attract their attention, at ihe same time treats 
them with common civility, paying them pune- 
tually what may be their due, he can make it 
almost a party af pleasure But on the other 
band, should bis vanity and inexperience lead 
bim to abuse or strike his guards, filch them of 
their wages, and affect the man of consequence, 
he has a chance (and perhaps not undeservediy) 
of sharing the fate of the late Mr. Hare, 


Trrs gentleman, aſter having made his for- 
tune in the law line, in Bengal, resolved to 


return 


. 1 Jet om a TP 
return home over land; 1 do not know the 
exact time of his leaving Calcutta, but it must 
have been towards the end of the year 1783. 
He could not then get a passage direct to Bus- 

sora, which induced him to proceed to Bom- 

bay, where he joined some gentlemen who 
were bent on the same route, namely, Mesers. 

Brodie, Stark, Capt. O'Meara, Lieutenants 

Robertson and Ludlam, and having embarked 
on a coùntry wel; Widy arrived at Baiser 5 
5 a few months before I left Aleppo : they there 


attempted to form a Caravan to carry them to 


Aleppo, but having met with some difficulty to 


offect. it, they were detained for a considerable 
time. Mr. Hare's patience, it seems, was not 
proof against such disappointments, nor could 


all the arguments of the resident, and others, 


withhold him from attempting to brave the | 


dangers that threatened a journey by the way 
of 


1 
1 


not AL r ro ro absen a. 9 
of Bagdat—He hired a boat, and some Arab: 
guards, and leaving his companions, took his de- | 
parture up the river Tygris. By all accounts, his 
behaviour ro the Arabs was very rude and dis- 
agreeable, nor was his ostentation less conspi- 
cuous, for he would often gather zuch of them 
as he thought deserring of attention, and 
amuge them with the sight of diamond rings, 
gold snuff- boxes, chains and such like gewgaws, 
as proofs of the wonderful ingenuity of Euro- 
pean artists; and the more he saw cheir * 
tion kindled, the more fuel he would add to it, 


by producing something new, By the time 
they had been together eight or ten days, 'he 


bad carried his misbehaviour to auch extremities, 
that neither the dictates of their religion, nor 
their natural pride, could allow them to let it pass 
over with impunity. Thus one night, the boat 
being neac the shore, he went as usual to sleep 
c 4. 
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in his cabin, with an idea of the most perfe& 
security; but had not been there long before he 
was saluted by a sharp pointed lance, through 
the widdow ; he started, but before he could 
collect his senses, was pierced in many places; 
he made a desperate spring towards the shore, 
where they, following him with' their sabres, 
soon put an end to his existence; then breaking 
open his trunks, took what they thought most 
valuable in a hurry, and made off, leaving his 
clothes and linen (to them useless) behind: 
these were afterwards found, and sent to Mr. 
Latouche, at Bussora; but the villians could 


neyer be detected. 


\ 


Ar the same time that we lament this un- 
timely fate of a fellow creature, and by all ac- 
gounts a valuable member of society, can we 


; help 
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help blaming his imprudence, after having re- 
ceived the most ample caution against the steps 
ke so inconsiderately took? On the other hand, 
do we not most frequently meet with actions in 
Englishmen , far more atrocious than what these 

Arabs were Suiley of, and those perhaps with 
not half the provocation ? For example, (not 
to mention the daily highway robberies) how 
many instances have we had of the crews of 
chips, who, led by avarice or discontent, or 
zome other motive, have taken it into their 
heads to \murder i in cold blood, their command- 
er, and every one whom they thought likely to 
dissent from, or oppose their didbdlical plan? | 
and how often have they succeeded $0 far as to 
escape, with the whole wealth, to some remote 
part of the world, where not being known, 
their persons must be saſe? vet it would de 
ungenerous to impute to a whole nation the 


faults of a few; and if we reflect but a mo- 
C 2 muent, 


— — 
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ment, and draw a parallel, between what we call | 
the Arabian 5avages, and the lower order of the 
civilized Englichmen, I fear we sball find vast 
occasion to blush for the latter. 


Tur general characteristick of the desart 
Arabs is very little known in Europe ; 1 will 
therefore endeavour, i in as few words as I can, 
to give you some outlines of it, from the re- 
marks I made, during my residence amonger 
them; and ſhall begin by telling you what they 
| are not, that you may better comprehend their 
affirmative qualities. 5 19 


Tuaxx are not treacherous, they are not wan- 
tonly cruel, nor unworthy of trust, nor byes: 


crites, nor are they . 


TRE 


nel Auu#rs vo autos — of 
Tus x am avowed.robbers, but disdain to ap- 
propriate to themselves any thing that is com · 
mitted to: their trust. One tribe plunders ano - 
ther for their motto in, rob, or aubmit is by 
robbed.” If you ask an Arab, why he doe? 
not leave off plundering, to follow some honest 
trade? his answer is, that his ancestors, from 
generation to generation, have followed 
rapine, and he not being brought up to any 
other profession, thinks it no harm to imi- 


tate them *, 


1 ET are hospitable, e even to excessz if a prey 


of Arabs are setting at their meal, and; a stranger 


— 
* Being once in a village, I saw an Arab ia the same room 
1 was to occupy, laying wounded, —He had received a bullet ia 
his leſt cheek, and it had found its way out, on the opposite side 
of his nose ; as I was inquizitive to know how he came by it, be | 
candidly, and with seeming unconcern, informed me, that he-was 
hot in the act of stealing a cow from another Arab. 
passes 
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passes by, be he a Christian, a Turk, a Jew, of 
an Infidel, they never fail to invite him to par- 
take of their fare, and will hold it as'a mark 
of disrespect, if the passenger does not honour 
their invitation, by dipping his fingers in the 
dish, and taking, though it were only a mouth? 


ful. 


Is a ſtranger is in distress, and throws him- 
elf on the mercy of an individual, or any 
number of a tribe, he finds ample adylum; his 
prote/ tors considering themselves in duty and 
honour bound to befriend him, were it even at 
the expence of their own lives; and all this 


without the smallest expectation of reward 


from the party Succoured, 


f 5 
Ar the same time that they will not eagily 
forget oi forgive an injury, they will, through 


life, | 
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Ife, retain a grateful sense of a favour con- 


ferred on them.—In the former instance, it hag 


frequently happened, that the son, or grandson, 


of a_man materially injured, has sought for, 
and taken vengeance on the nearest surviving 
relation of him who had been guilty of the 


wrong ; and vice versa in the latter case, 


Trey hold a man who bas debauched his 


friend's wife, or daughter, as guilty of the 


highest breach of hospitality, and frequently 


put him to death. In Europe he is called a 


man of spirit and gallantry. 


THEY are superstitious, but not such en- 


thusiasts as the Turks. 


THEY are sober, grave, sedate, and very 


respectful in their conversations, They are 


brave, 


1 oba of ran 


16 
brave, but by no means passionate in their 
disposition. 


Aud lastly, there are very few amonget 
them given to the unnatural practices which 
are $0 prevalent amonget the Turks. 
85 + 3 
Ins, if you place their virtues and vices 
in opposite scales, you will find it turn much 
in their favor, . 8 
In ivi thus much expatiated on this topic, 
to shew, that the poor Arabs have been very 
uncharitably handled by their European guests, 
| and that the fate of the late unfortunate Mr. 
Hare should serve, not to discourage travel- 
lers, but to warn them against the imprudent 
steps they are too apt to take, when their 
wishes and expectations are obstructed by A 
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combination of events, particu! any! in a coun- 
try where they are mere strangers; and where 
the customs ate 80 totally different from 


those of Europe. 


Inpzzp the inconveniences throughout 
this journey, to me, have appeared 80 trifling, 
that I should at any time prefer it to a Jong Sea 
voyage round the Cape; and the opinions of 
several of my friends, who have experienced, 4. 
both, being coincident with mine, 1 have taken 
some pains to lay down my remarks, as exactly 
as I could; both for your amuse ment, aud for 
the information of gych others of my acquain- 
tance, as may wish to form some idea of the 
common occurrences put attend A Similar 


un n /ertaking. | | 3 


T 
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As you well know the indifferent turn that 
affairs had taken in all Turkey, and the little 
encouragement that the fluctuating situation 
of my line had leſt me to remain there much 
longer, I need not comment on the reasons that 
induced me to leave it, which [ meant to have 
done about the latter end of 1793 3 z but being 
at that time prevented by the unsettled state of 
my private concerns, and one obstacle following 
another alternately, I was detained until the be- 
; gining of the vucceeding year ; 1. 1 Grmiy 


revolved not to let slip the first opportunity of 


a caravan for Bussora, which generally offers 
twice a year; i. e. in spring and autumn z but 


| unfortunately this year, the disturbances occa- 


sioned by a war between two tribes of Arabs call- 


ed Montificks and Benehaleds, and the ON 


mon scarcity of Europe goods at Aleppo, were 
impediments to the merchants forming one, 
A RO SME > 


I ly 
* 
to” 
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My anzicty was ouch, that I often thought of 
bazarding myself with a single messenger 4 
which had F done, would perhaps have been 
attended with fatal consequences; the beat ef 
the sun being excestive, to which. I must in- 
evitably have been. exposed; but the wnexptlalt” 
ed arrival of Captain Rochſort ſrom Englähd 
put a stop to the execution of this rash design. 


Carr Rochro n r, in a hurry ta proceed 
to India by the way of Bussora, thought 66 
forming a private caravan, and very politely 
consulted me on the occasion; binting at the 
ſame time, that as I was also bent on the same 
route, my company would be perfectly agrees 
able, in case I chose to engage in his plan. 
This was an offer not to be rejected, 80 I readily. 


accepted of his proposal, and our intentiong 


being made public, we shottly bad a number 
of 


D 2 


| 
| 
| 
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of Arab Sheiks, (or commanders of caravans) oſ- 
fering cheir services; but catitioned by a Jew mer- - 
chant, Sig, Raphael Picciotto (whom [ believe to 
be the most honest and Jiaintes ested of bis tribe) 8 
against employing any of them, as men not well 
known, we had to wait two or three days 
longer, for the ani of the Damascus caravan” 
commanded by Sheik Mohammed el Fehairy, who | 
had been often before employed by us, and bad 


always acquitted himself with honour.- —Th's 


man arriving at the time he was expected, Sig- 


nor Picciotto, at 6ur request, sent for him, 5nd | 


having communicated to him bur wishes, re- 


ceived for ans wer, that he would carry us with 


pleasure, provided we made it worth his while i 
the difference between his demand, and 
those of the other Sheiks being very trifling, 
we promised fo aatiafy him, and an agreement | 


N | betucen 
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between us was immediately drawn up, in the 
Arabic language; a literal tranglation whereof 


is the following : 


« Tux underwritten Mobammed ebn Ab- 
= dallah el Fehairy, did by these presents 
« bind himself to Messrs. William Rochfort, 
« and Henry Abbott, gentlemen cf che Engliſh , 
ic nation, with a promise to convey them, 
66 from the gate of Aleppo to the gate'of 
© Bussoraz supplying them with eleren 
« camels for the following purposes; viz. four 
&« camels for two * pai: of mubaſſees, four 
« camels to carry their water, and thiee for 
ie the use of their tent, baggage, and one zer- 
66 vant.—He is also to supply them with thirty 


2 , l * '% * , . * 

- - * * 1 ” a * - 
* * 0 . - - # 
——— — — — 
£ Ne © 4 _ — — 


— 


* Captain Re chfor har ing an European ſervant, 3 
pair ci Mu ba ee. nec: c ary . 
Soghmanly 


&$.nine'of whom are to be Raffeeks, or friends 


66 


66 


K» 


| Bussora. 
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Sugmani, or wan with their muskets, 


of the different tribes they are likely to meet. 


Every guard is to have a sufficient quantity 


of powder, and shot, provisions for himself 


and his camels, to last the whole way, For 
all which services, the above gentlemen agree 
to pay him the sum of one thousand (1000) 


zermahboob zequins, of 2 4 piastres * each z 


the ſaid Sheik defraying every expence, and 


paying every necessary tribute to the princes 


of the desart; auch as Sheik Fadel, and 
: others; not forgetting to have two Arabs to 


lead the gentlemen's camels.—In short, 
Messrs. Rochfort, and Abbott are not to be 


at any further expe nee whatever, excepr 


for their own provisions, em e ta 


—_— 


A piastre is worth about 28. 6d. j 
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40 The aforementioned Sheik. Mohammed 

« ebn Abdallah el Fchairy declares to have re- 

4+ ceived at Aleppo the ſum of ſeven hundred 

„and fifty (750) zermahboob zequins, in part 
« payment ; and it is agreed, that in caſe be 

hg is Feally necessitated, 100 zequins more 
N „ shall be paid him on the way; but the re- 
« maining 130 he is to receiye at bugeora, 


6 and not before, 


4% SHEIK NMonauAED⁰ promises to leave 
6 Aleppo the eighth day after the date of this 
cc agreement, which will be handen the 20th 
« of Shahban 1198, T. E. or the 8th of July, 
6 1784 A. D. and to perform the 3j Journey 


10 (God willing) in twenty - - five days; but 
bs should he not perform it within this limited 
40 time, he agrees to ſorfeit five zermahboob 


„ Zequins 


| 


e ed in the twenty-five, 
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« zecuins forevery day exceeding that number, 


unless the gentlemen choose of their own 


« accord to ſtay one or more days on the de- 


« gart; which, of course, are not to be includ- 


Furthermore, should any parcel or bundle 


„ of * merchandize, weighing so much as 


« one ounce, be found amongſt any of the 


on Arabs in company, Sheik Mohammed 


” agrees to forfeit, without heſitation, tlie 
whole of the 150 zermahboob zequins 3 


« and to have no further demand ; on the 


« gentlemen. 


\ 


i * 
r as. 
EPS 


— 
— 


S This is a very neceſſary clauſe, in an agreement of this na- 
ture; for if they are allowed to take any ſmall quantity of goods, 
they will invariably trespass on the privilege, and iacumber the | | 
caravan, fo as conſiderably to retard its motion, | 


« All 
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& ALL these he, the said Mohammed ebm 

« Abdallah el Fehairy, promises a binds 

& himself to, by a solemn oath, in the pre- 

« gence of the undernamed witnesses, this 

4 the 12th day of Shahban, 1198 T. E. or zoth 
« of June, 1784, A. D. 


(Si gned)* © Mohammed ebn Abdallah el Fehairy, * 
1“ Hassan Tabeh Arabi Kiathbi. 


g | | | 
' «© Hassan Seid Kawbakhi. 5 | 
| Wit | 

ness e Hadje Hallecl ebn Seid Moham- 


L 46 med Akkayi.” 


— 


4 


| 5 1 
1 ol -- oþ 
| 


As $00n as this point was zettled, we began 

to provide. ourselves with auch things as we 
thought necessary, (whereof I shall lay down 
a liſt at the end of this Journal] and were 
icady on the day appointed for our departure: 
E when 
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when the Sheik punctually sent his people to 
carry out our baggage, which leaving them 5 
do, we spent the day in farewell visits; and at 
tunset walked to our encampment, about half, 
2 mile from the 8. L. gate of the city, called 
Baab el Neirub MV uncle Mr. Robert Ab- 
bott, and Mr. J. Shaw, remained with us all 
8 | * 


2 


\/ 
« 7 - 
N 


12 
; e, 


Friday, the gth of Fuly, 1784. 


AT half an hour after five in the morning, 
taking leave of our friends, we assumed our 
firſt day's march; course, E. 8. E. and after 


seven hours and a half, encamped on 2 plain, 


by the side of a small muddy ſtream, called 
Nahr-el-Dahab, signifying in the Arabic the 
Golden River, where we passed the remainder 

of 
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of the day, by reason of the Sheik's being de- 
_ in town, to cettle zome private cons 


der an. 


23 119 20 2342 
3 3 


Ar TER dinner, while ; Captain Rochfort and 
mpeif were deeply engaged in serious debates 
on the measures neces8ary for us to adopt i in 
our peregrination, our attention 1 suddenly 
called _ by the noise of the Arabs, who 


j bo 
were running to pick up their arms; 80 


giving up the argument, ve haſtened out 
of our tent, and were fot a little urpriced to 
zee a body of ten or r twelve horsemen, armed 
with lances galloping ; towards us Their num- 
ber was too mail to daurit 1 us, bad we been 
Sure that a reinforcement would not soon ar- 
ez b but the uncertainty naturally made us 


prepare for the worſt; z, 80 that by the time they 
EA came 
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came within musket shot of us, we were ready to 
give them a pretty warm reception, on the small- 
eſt appearance of hoſtility on their part. Hows 
ever, as they approached nearer, we could per- 
ceive them slacken their paces; and on our Arabs 
calling to them, to advance at their peril, they 
imme diately halted, and demanded a parley ; this 
was granted, and three of our men weredetach- 
ed to meet, at half way, an equal number of 
theirs, andanecclaircissement took place; when 
we foundthat they were not offensively inclined, 
but had een dent by their chief, who com- 
manded a considerable body of them, to a4. 
mand 2 small tribute, bs which he thought 
himself entitled a we therefore received them 
| with 


—— —_— ____ @@_@___OeOAv._____ 


# There are a number of there chiefs, or Sheiks, bo com- 
mand bodies ef different tribes, Mohammed · el-Oher fan is at the 


head of about 20,000 of his tribe; and receives a conſiderable tri- 
bute 
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with every mark of respect; and after having 
treated them with coffee and pipes, 2 scarlet 
Benish, or cloth surtout, (which i is always ready 
for the purpose) and about 30 piasters for their 
commander, perfectly gratified their pretensionsz 
and they took leave of us with much cordiality, 
and every promise of protection. 


1. 


7 


, AT about zunset, our Sheik made his appear- 


ence; and being perceived at some distance by our 


— 


2 
- * — — 


—_ 
* = 


bute yearly from Aleppo, under a pretence of protectirg their trade, 
but in fact, it is only to prevent him from molesting their cara- 
vans.— When this tribute has been in arrears, T have known him 
ꝛurround the city with his army, and obetruct every . 
tion until his demand was Satisfied, —The other Sheiks, who arg 
lex powerful, exaꝗ a mall tribute from every caravan they meet, 

on the ſame principle—This-does-not, however, prevent the plun- 
ders committed by their detachod n their chiefs ars 
wot with them, 
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guards, they all marched about A quarter of 2 


mile, to meet and compliment him, 


i 7, * 


Tux Sheik arrived in much xceming confu- 
von and anger, and when we requested to 
know the cause of his perturbation, he inform - 
ed us that Samuel Na lausi, a Jew merchant, 
wishing to send some goods by bim, had en- 
deavoured to bibs him to defer his departure 
for some days, and on his reficing to do 50, 
for reasons mentioned! in our agreement, this 
son of Levi had caused bim to be 3 in 
Prison, but that be had jackily found means to 
escape and j Join us, How true this might have 
been, i it was impossible for us to know at that 
time, but a good deal of it was afterward ec n- 
hrmed, by letters I received from A For 
1 had taken care that very night, by an exprese, 
to 
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to acquaint my uncle with the whole story of 
the Sheik, requesting him (if true) to take 
proper notice, that such pitiful ne might be 


prevented in ſuture. 


On this spot we spent the night, and found 
the weather very sultry and hot, 


Saturday, the 1015. 


Tux Sheik having ordered the camels to be 
got ready, we were called up at one in the 
morning; it being dangerous to remain where 
we were any longer, as Sheik Mohammed-ul- 
Gherfan had encamped at Sphery, about 6 


miles to our right, with five hundred horse- 


men, and an intent to visit us that morning. 
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in order to exact a tribute from our Sheik. We 


accordingly decamped, with as little noise "RP 


possible, marching 8. E. by. E. three hours and 
a half, over a level dry ground, and pitched on 


a plain called Mucksoofa, for a few hours. 


During the time that the Arabs were employed 


in filling water, we shot several Guttaws. 
These birds are very like the grey pratridge, and 
gather in innumerable flocks round the water, 
and though reckoned hardly eatable at Aleppo, 
they proved delicious food to us who had 


a chance of faring much worse. | 


Ar ten we continued our march, S. E. by S. 
until a quarter past three in the aſternoonz when 
we stopped on the plains of Hassmesser; where, 
finding no water, and the extreme heat making 
it impossible for the camels to go ca-withdue's | 

little 


\ 2. ' ; 
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little repoge, we remained till seven in the even- 
ing. The Sheik now thought night was the 
best time for travelling, therefore having order- 
ed the camels to be loaded at that hour, we 

proceeded $3.0 * to another spot, 7 they | 
called by the same name as the last; : where we 
stopped for the night, at 2 | quarter after eleven 


o'clock. 

Our Sheik, on counting oper the camels, : 25 
usual, thought one of them missing, and ith 
out further delay, sent back two guards in search 
| of him, This, howerer, proved tobe a wieter 
fothe camel was found in the caravan, soon 


after the men were gone. ; 


I cANNoT pass over this day's work, without 
mentioning à circumstance, which though 


1 whimsical 
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whimsical enough | in itself, might have been at> 


tended with _ serious consequences. 


4 
* 


Ta r, our Armenian cook, during the night's 


march, finding himself very sleepy, trotted on 


a good way ahead of the caravan; and making 


his came! kneel down, stretched himself by 


kim to take a few minutes rest, for he concluded. 


that he should, of course awake, when the rest 


of the party came past bim. —lt seems, how- 


ever, that he was too fast in the arms of 


Morpheus for a trifling noise to disturb him 


F 


for as soon as his camel saw the rest of his 


comrades going on, very peaceably got up and 


joined them, leaving his late rider to find his 


way as well as he could. Thus, the poor devil 


would most probably have periched with hang- 


| 24 8 
er and thirst, had not the two Arabs who were 
zent 


2 
wo. 
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a after the supposed straying camel, ac- 
cidentally found him, crying and running about, 
in all the seeming maduess and despair that 
imagination can paint. In this situation they 
took him up, and brought him to us; his joy 
on the occagion is casicr to be conceived than 


expressed. 
= ** — | 
A — be * . _ * E "© | 


Sunday, the 11th, 


A cold and rainy morning : at five o'clock 
we decamped ; and bad not gone many miles, 
before we found that the camel we were 
upon, was too weak to bear our weight much 
longer; but were unwilling to lose time by 
stopping to shift the mahaffee s; at length the 
tun began to heat the sandy plains, and che poor 


F 2 creature 


"om ”— — 
ary 


ae” — —— XK y0tnrNnar on A A Tarr 


. creature laid himself” down very quietly j— 


5 all the blows that the drivers could bestow to 


p Wane $h ad. * 4A 


make him i ne, proved Hufes Tor some 1 5 


| however, knding them resolved to persevere in 


2 


| the exercise of their heavy clubs, the camel 


S ae © 


made a an effort 2 get up, by giving a vudden N 


disagrceabie jerk ; but unable to recover him- 


| velf, pitched "head Nesse, when the girths 8 


Which fastened the muhaffees snapped, and 


down we came, basket and all; the fall. was, 


2 ven aukward, and though I got no ban, and 


I ut 4 8 


n - 


my companion only a Slight . we have 


to thank Providence for coming off with ound 


* 
4 4 N I o a of 


< . ; 
Wo”. 

Þ wt 
2 £ ” — N : * 1 4 ” — 


\ 3 


Tu. Arabs atti ibuted this accident'to the box % 


{that is fastened at one end of each mabaffee, 
1 


For the convenience : of an European to stretch 


Wy {it 


” 
? | | | is 
4 8 1 9 
- - 4 
| a 
" 
: * = 
. 


#3 
* 


— — 


—_ — — — 


aud Bar 5 
Mahaggee - 


aha 
. 4 futarn Aral 


E. 


He 


B 
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his legs; ; these I really believe squeezed the 
camel's shoulders, the most susceptible part of 
that animal; besides, far from answering the 
purpose they are intended for, the sbarp cor- 
ners of the upper parts of the boxes used to 
cut our legs most unmerciſully, at every step 
the camel took: independent of these i inconve- 
niences, that of being confined to one posture, 
(which in this kind of mahaffee you must be) 


during a long day's march, is not a mall one ; 


we therefore exchanged them for those of our 


Servants, without boxes, which we found far the | 


easiest, and tu rned them to our own use during 
the rest of the journey. Thus e equipped, we 


continued our course until half an hour after 


eleven that morning, and halted on the plain of 
Anzarootha ; where, finding no water, and un- 


willing to waste time, we moved off again at 


twe 


* 
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two in the afternoon ; course 8. E.—At six we 


encamped at Gow-ul-Feyad ; also a dry plain, 


Our Arabs, who were in high spirits, after 


they had pitched our tent, and had geen us 
comfortably seated, asked the Sheik's leave to 


exercise with their matchlocks; this being 


granted, they set up a stone at the distance of- 
about sixty yards, and began, one after the 


other, to fire at it, as fast as they could load, 


but, either owing to the badness pe, their pow- 


der, or their own want of skill, none of them hit 


the mark, which was nearly the size of a bat 


and their eagerness scemed to increase with 
their want of success, $0 that I suppose they 


would have wasted the whale) of their ammunt- 


tion, had they not been timely checked by us 3 


but after they had been at ita Fongiderahlp 


time, 


— —ů— — — 
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time, at our. request they desisted, though 


wich no small sceming reluctance. 


Hzar we supped, and rested till nine ; then 
forming again the line of march, continued the 


, 


8ame course until 


Monday. the 1200. 


Warn, at one in the morning, we halted at a 
Place of the same name as the last, to indulgt 
our weary eyes with a few hours rest 3 for we: | 
were not as yet suſſiciently reconciled to the 
motion of the camel, ta slcep, in the mahaſſecs. 

Ar four the same morning, though very cold 
we obeyed the word of command, when the 
Sheik called © Sheeloo Humlvo,” meaning Rife 
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and lead; and patiently pursued our course, 
8. E. 


A Boah, the Sheik, disappointed in his ExPeEce 
tation of finding water in the way, and the ca- 
mels exhausted with fatigue "and thirst for 
three days, we thought proper to let them re- 
pose on a plain called Thenzeit-at-tyre. 


— 
— 


Sour miles to the S. W. of our camp were 
a chain of mountains, and a Sunil of small 8 
kills perceiving on the summit of one of ike 
latter, a small building in the form of a dome, 
I asked the Arabs, what it could be; when one of 
them, with seeming pleasure, gave me the fol 


lowing account of it. 


C Manr 
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% Many years ago,” said he, to there was a fa- 
7 mous Turkman robber, having a mare whose 
WV swiftness could only be equalled by that of 
« an arrow discharged from a bow, by the most 
| cc dexterous i; which made it impossible 
« for any one to seize him. Rambling one 
4% day at a small distance from Aleppo, in 
ce search of plunder, he unluckily fell in with a | 
cc large body of the Pashaw's troops, who had 
« often before endeavoured to seize him, and 
* would now have certainly cut him to pieces 
& had he not recourse to flight. — They pursued 
« him for a long time, but finding that a vain 
« attempt, they fired at him; when, —his ill 
« gtar having decreed that a ball should 


* 


_— 


* The Arabs are predestinarians, as well as the Turks; they ' 
believe that at every man's birth, a new star is formed, to fix eve- 
ry future incident of his life; which, they pretend, their able astro- 
logers can discover and foretel. | 


* 64 ſtrike 


— 


— 
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e strike one of the legs of his mare, —it did za, 
* and broke it in two. Notwithstanding 
& this mishap, such Was her goodness and 
et mettle, that without halting in the least, ohe 
« outran the enemy's horse, nor would she 


5 10 stop till she reached this hill, where she fell 


* dead, after saving the life of her owner, 
d who to her memory grected this dome over 


F* her grave.“ 15 


1 | BE. þ 
Tarr all agreed in the narration, and no 


doubt beliere every circumstance of it; but 
though the thing to mexappeared so n 
yet there was that of gratitude in the story of 
the mare, that J could not help being pleased 
" with itz nor did I once endeavour to point out 
to them the impossibility that a mare, or any 
other creature, should run ninety miles on a 


$retch after the loss of a leg ; nay, I would 
ff =) nts 


| | | 9 willingly 


: 
: 
| 
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willingly have sacrificed something to be able to 
give the same degree of credit to it that they 
did. Ohl how glotiously doth Metastasio paint 
this noble vittue, even'in the vegetable creation; 


in these lines: 


«© Benchè da sens privo, 
« Fin I' arboscello & grats; 
6 A quel amico rivo, 
« Da cui riceve umor. 
« Per lui, col fronde ornato, 
% Bella merce gli rende, 
4 Quando dal sol diffende 
« Il suo benefattor.“ 


We left this spot at two in the afteruoon ; 
and kept course S8. E. 4 S. in order to gain the 
watering place betimesz which we did after si 


hours march. 


We encamped at the foot of a small hill, close 
to a fine clear spring, called Ain - ul- COam; 
62 


which 


— IR 


/ 
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which proved a great relief both to us s and 
our camels ; for the water in the skins was now 
hardly drinkable ; having grown bitter to the 
taste, and very offensive to the smell. As for 


the camels, I am convinced it was impossible 


for them to have gone four and twenty hours 


longer without drinking. I am sorry in this 
assertion, to be obliged to differ with some 
gentlemen of my acquaintance, who declared 
to me, their having seen these ani mals quite 
fresh and lively, after sixteen days continual 
thirst; which I hold as an absolute im possibility, 


1 


particulary i in the month of July. 


IN the evening the ei dispatched three | 
scouts, or spies, to recontioitre if there was any 
danger at Tyba; a village about fifteen miles to 


our right, that road being the shortest for 


us; and we spent the night bere, as well to 


All 
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fill water, as to wait for the return of the 


Arabs. 
3 | 2 
Tuesday, the 13th; 


HAVING taken in a good quantity of water; 
and finding by the accounts given by our spies 
that the Tyba road was dangerous, we decamp- 
ed at half an hour paſt noon; keeping course 
8. E. by S. and after a ward of sir hours, by a 
chain of mountains, pitched our tent on a plain 
called Gusser-ul-Coen ; which takes its name 
from a deserted town, bearing 8. W. by W. of 
us, about four miles: it appeated to us at this 
distance to be an ancient building, and as if 
it had once been fortified; but our Sheik would 
not allew us to approach it, for the night com- 
ing on, he said it would be very unsafe; wild 
robbers often taking shelter there. ; 

Weane J 


— 
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Wednesday, the 14th: , 


 QuiTTED our ground at half an hour after 
one in the morning; and continued our course 
as yesterday. Being a good deal fatigued, we 
fell asleep soon after we had got into our mahaf- 
fees, laying our heads on a coarse hair sack 
that covers the camel's hump; which, at the 


time, answered all the purposes of a feather 


— 
— 


pillow; and thus we went on quietly, till about 
eight o'clock, when the” sudden noise of our 
men waked us, for they had seen some Arabs” 
a good way ahead, and had taken them fora perly⸗ 
of some plundering tribe though their num 
ber was but small, we got ready for action; and” 
25 soon as our guards had lighted their matches“, 


FI - of 2 AE. 


All the'Arabs that accomf any cardvans, make use of match- 
lock guns; with which, though ſome of them fire pretty true, 
they lose a vast deal of time in leading and aiming. 

: twenty 
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twenty men formed the right flank, for ſear 
any of the enemy should be lurking in the 
neighbouring ditches; and the Sheik sent two 
men before to enquire who they were. We 
would not stop, or shew any signs of fear, 
but kept on a Slow march, to give time to our 
ambassadors to join the supposed enemy, that 
we might regulate our conduct according to 
the tes they should receive. We soon 
had the satisfaction to see them get up to the 
party, who received them with open arms, and 
embraced Wess in token of friendship; upon 
this we quickened our motion, and found it to 
be part of a caravan, going from Bagdat to 


Aleppo. 


Tux name of this place is Hadra ; where we 
stopped to inform our friends at Aleppo, by a 
line, of our safety so far, | 


7 


W 
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* "MaRcueD in at about half an hour after 
twelve, course 8. E. by E.— The Arabs killed, 
for the first time, several hares“ on the way; 
for which we paid them at the rate of fifteen 
Parait each hare; these we got dressed after 
the manner of the Arabs, and the Sheik's cook 
bad the management of them.—He first dug a 
hole in the sand, wherein he kindled a large fire, 
and as soon as the flames and smoke were out, 
he buried the hare whole, skin and all as it 
was, in the hot ashes: baving penjalacd there 


for somewhat better than an hour, it was taken 


out, skinned, and ſerved up. 


— 


= 
— 1 ——_— — 


— * „ & i * 2 — 


2 
The hates generally start close to the caravan, and the 
| Arabs knock them down with their clubs ; which ug throw 
with amazing dexterity. i | 

+ Fifteen paras, make 114 d. a para being cf the value of 
three farthingr. | ; 


OvDn 
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O DD as this cookery may appear to a modern 
epicure, I think it far preferable to roasting a 
hare ; for by this mode the skin prevents the 
gravy from running out, and the meat is ren» 


dered much more tender and rich. 


Tun Arabs likewise killed a great number» 
of desart rats, somewhat resembling a squirrel, 
| which they eat; of these they offered some to 


us, but we declined tasting them. 


Ar twenty minutes after five in the evening · 
we encamped at Habra Fadel, another dry 
plain. | 


; n— * Ky ' 
Thurſday, the 15th.) | 
DzranTED at one in the morning, keeping 
yesterday's course.— At five the sun becoming 


pretty powerful, and the camels dry, we 


H _— lighted 


fires fathoms deep, but the water crabs, ; 


however, to refresh the camels, the Arabs took 
great deal of pains to draw a sufficient quantity, 
which hey contrived by first digging a hole 
close to the mouth of the well, wherein they 
fixed the pole of a tent in, 2 slanting rosi- 
tion; te the end of this they. fastened a block, 

and having tied 2 rope round the waist of n 
Arab, they let him down z then Bolling up the 


rope, they made fast a ekin to it, which was 


filled by the man in the well as often as it went 
down: The water being full of maggots, was, 
strained through a coarse sack, and the camels 
drank of it plentifully. —But I was not a little 


surprized to see the Arab come out of the well. 


| alive; for the stench was $0 ercestive, chat we 


could hardly bear to come within five yards of 


it. 92 15 7 0 


bw. 


AFTER, 
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Arrzn breakfast we marched from eight ul 
four in the evening, and laid by at Awaiby. 


Friday, the 163. 


Ar two in the morning, we left our ground] 


and kept the same course, „till half an hour 


after four; which brought us to Jubb- ul- 
Chunnam, or the well of sheep; where the 
staguated water was only fit for our camels oe 
they having quenched their drought, we con- 
tinued our way from half an hour after seven; 
till five in the evening; and pitched for the 
night at Ratga, a dry plain. Here our Sheik, 
Ending that one of the camels was lamedz 
and unable to proceed with the reſt, ſummoned 
all the Arabs, to deliberate what was beſt to be 
done. The council being over, they unani- 

mously 


As 2 th 4 
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pov agreed to raise a sum by eubscfption, 
for the owner; and to kill the camel for the uſe 
of the company. Thus every man's name 
was taken down by the Sheik's tiatib, or secre- 
tary z amongſt which we desired ours might be 
included, and paid two piastres each. 


* 


Tun camel being slain, was divided in equal 
portions amongst the subscribers. We had ours 
roasted, which I found __ tender, and 

not inferior to coarse beef; but my companion, 
from his prejudice against the animal [when 
alive, could not bear the thoughts of ſeasting 
on its flesh. 

Ir afforded us not a little entertainment to 
see the Abs quarrelling and rambling . For 
the nicest parts; which they drest in pelo, 
and scemed in extasy at every mordel. they 
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erimmed into their mouths, which were not 
very small. Knife was an inſtrument which 
they were not much accustomed to use at 
meals; so they tore the flesh with their hands, 

like 80 many ravenous wobwes round a tare 
cass. What they could not bat that might, 
they carried on the back ef a camel all the 
next day expoted to the sun; and would eſten 
zit upon the raw flach, WWW 


Ar half past one we moved bf; Ebürze 8. E. 
«For eight hours we travelled over bills ànd 
rocks; then changing to E. N. E. made à forced 
march to gain the river Euphrates, on the 
5 rats 


— 
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banks of which, we encamped at half an bout 


past one in the afternoon; 


Tris was the longest day's march we had 
yet made; exactly twelve hours on a crete 
through the scorching heat of the sun. You 
may hence judge whether this sweet meanders 
ing stream was not a welcome sight to a couple 
of parched pilgrims—it was a delightful ac- 
quisition, to which the daintiest vines would 
then have been büt trash. Had our friend Irwin 
been here, he would have found Subject enough 
for his lyric muſe to haye favoured the world 
with half a dozen eclogues; but as you nin 
1 am no poet, ſo you muſt content yourſelf 
with my simply telling you in humble proſe, 


that ere the evening, every creature in com- 


. had 80 perfectly recruited his spirits, that 
they 
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they all seemed to forget the fatigues of thg 
day. 


Tux name of this place is Algaim, where 
the river is not more than a hundred or a hun- 
dred and twenty yards wide, —We went to 
bathe in it towards the evening, and found the 
water not above breast high, but the stream 5 
pretty rapid. The neighbourhood is quite 
barren, and only in one or two places, I sa a 
ſew small trees, with leafs resembling those of 


the ash. 


| AL rTnoven on our arrival the Arabs (who ” 
are very cautious) observed on eto spots fresh + 
camels dung, and places where fires had Jately 
been lighted—signs not quite pleaſing to our 
gmall party yet the fresh water was too allur- 
god; 7 


— 
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" 
ing to be 80 eaſily forsaken; besides, we at- 
gued thus : : © the party who left these tokens / 
6 behind them, must have departed hence but 


« very lately; ergo. it was not probable they 


1 5 « ghould return oon; all that we have to 


ſear is the arrival of. some other body, 
c which is a danger we run, at every watering © 
« place; let us therefore spend the, night. 
« here, and take as much good water as our 
« vessels will hold, aud for the: test trust to 
« Providence.” - TOY 4 


Tu is plan was found very reasonable, and 
accordingly adopted; and having made a hearty 
upper upon some cold roasted camel's fleßb, 
we lay down, and bad-2:00m{ortable-night's. 


Sunday, 


Rievaczp our march at half un hour after 
one in the morning, cburse E. B. E. and ut 
the end of nine hours and a half halted at 
Jeltad-ul-Jubbab, where we watered our ca- 
mels at a well of stagnated water, situated 
about a mile and a half to the N. E. of our 
camp, and rested ourselves till three in the 
afternoon, then loading the ' eamels, three 
Arabs, who had come thus far under our con- 
| voy; tobte the road'to- Bagdat, while we unse- 
led'S. S. E. until half an hour after five, and 
stopped at Gour- Alaslaf, a dry plain. Here 
we saw a number of lizards of an enormous 
size, something of the Guannah species z one 
we killed, measured twenty-four. inches, ſcom 

1 | its 


— 
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its head to the end of its tail, the skin much 
resembling shagreen; they have forked tongues, 
which keep perpetually jetting out of their 
mouths. The Arabs said they were venomous, 
and though they would not touch them when 


alive, they took the skins of the dead ones, 


and converted them into tobacco pouches, - + 


Y 4 
i ba 


' 


Menday, the 19th, 10 


-HavinG quitted Gour-Alaslaf at half past 
one in the morning, a march of seven hours, 
8. S. E. brought us to the plains of Guyda, 5 
where we remained till two in the afternoon, 
for the heat was intolerable. From — we 6 
followed the tame direction till ten minutes 

I „ after 
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after five, and encamped on a plain, which the 
Arabs did not know the nameof, Having sup- 
ped pretty carly, I was jr8t going to lay down, 
when one of the camel leaders brought 
my fire arms and laid them carefully by me, 
desiring, at the same time, I u ould keep them 
in readiness. This universal caution some- 
what surprized me; but on questioning him, 
I found, that early in the morning they had 
seen three men on camels at some distance, 
who seemed to run away at the sight of our 
party, but that Sheik Mohammed suspected 
them to have been spies of some roving tribe. 
We accordingly took the hint, and prepared 


ourselves against any disagreeable adventure, 


desired eight sentries to be fixed round the 
camp; and after having seen our orders pro- 
perly obeyed, laid down to rest, and were not 
disturbed until | 

I 2 


Tuesday, 
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Tuesday, the 20th, 


Ar half an hour after two in the morning; 
when we continued our journey 8. E. by 8. 
and at five halted at Auglat-ul-Horraun, where 
are several springs-of good clear water, around 
which, patridges-* gather in innumerable co- 
vies; of these we: shot enough to last us two 


daya. 


Ax eight we got on our march, and con- 
tinued till ſive in the evening, when we alight- 
ed at Zabzoch, near several springs of mine- 
ral water, tasting very strong of sulphur,—At 
the dictancs of some mibes, to the eastward of 
our camp, was a village called Cobeise, which 


” >  F \ , : 
ES — 4 A as ad at. 46 _- OO” I "RY ad 4. td. a At Cs NEL — 
— T 


#* By theſe are meant the Guttaws, mentioned before. 


we 


FROM ALEPPO: ro BUSSORA. S2 
we could just perceive ; but Sheik Mohammed 
seemed studiouſly to avoid approaching itz in- 
deed, he issued positive orders against any 
person's going there; for he said, it was a 
place where robbers generally supplied them- 
| selves with necessaries, and should they hear 
of our small party being 80 near, the conse- 
quences might prove fatal. All the Arabs 
zeemed submissive to this reasonable nde 
Von, except one man, who said he had some 
business to transact there, and therefore would 
go in spite of the order, —This: being reported 
to the Herculean chief, threw him into such a | 


violent passion, that grasping- a heavy club, he 
laid about the back and shoulders * the delin- 
quent with a fury that soon convinced him of 
his error, swearing he would kill him on 
the spot, and he would very likely have been 


ns good as his word, had not the rest interfered 


is 
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to appease the Sheik, and save the man.— Thus 
the unruly Arab was brought to reason, and 


we passed the night very quietly, 


Weadnesday, the 215, 


 Marxcnrp again at half an hour after one 
in the morning, 8. 8. E. till eight; then 
tested at a rocky place called Mohammedy, 
| having near us at the foot of a hill, a small 
Ake, which, indeed, deserves more the name 
of z puddle of rain water; but it served to 


refresh our camels, 


Ar half past twelve, though we found it 
excessively hot, the Arabs said the heat of 


the day was over, and proposed to set off.— Un- 


willing 
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willing to contro] them, we agreed; and 
having travelled till six in the evening, en- 
camped at Temain, near several rocks, but 
no water. 
— — — 
 Thursday, the 22d, 


LzrT Temain, at half an hour after mid- | 
night; and kept course S. E. by S. over a vast 
plain, — At eight we reached Ul-Burdaun, and 
found a number of clear springs of mineral 
water, but not very disagreeably tasted; here 
we reposed till a little after ten, then continued 
the same direction until six in the evening, and 
encamped at Rass-ul-Ayn, or the Fountain 
head ; why it should be called so, none of the 
Arabs could satisfy me, for there were no signs 


of any water having been near the place. 


 Hrke we spent a very disagreeable sultry 


nigh:, 


Friday, 
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Friday, the 234, 


Nor having been able to sleep much, we 


decamped soon after midnight, keeping yester- 
day's course for twelve hours, when halting at 
Khayder, we watered the camels at some wells 
of bad rain-water,—They being refreshed, we 
marched from five in the evening Ull- nine, 
and hid by at Moogda,—No vater. 


1 4 


Saturday, the 24th, 


4 Ar half paſt one in the morning, we obey- 
ed the Sheik's usual word of command to ſet 
off, and travelled 8. E. by 8. At nine we 


breakfasted on 2 plain, whereof the Arabs 


could 


Krrs 
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could not tell me the name. Leas b 


: 7 again at noon, After a couple of hours' ard 
: 1 | we discovered, at a great distance, the 2 
dome of Mahshed Aly, or the Tomb of Aly; 
Which has a moſt magnificent appEzrafi66; pen 
— from afar it resembles a fire. h/ . 


the zun shines on the high poche m. 3 4 
wherewith it is covered, We made . 
wards it, and after a tedious march of three 


kours, more, engamped befor. the gate of the 


4 ; 3 : > - 1s ay 7» 7 KY | = 
Inge being oe img of 1 1 oy 
mern. ob he 


* Ramadan is one of the lunar months, ia the Makomedan 
F curing the whole'of which; the Turks, _and Perſians, are 
1 by their religion b to abstain Kock G eating, riaing,* ;mok- 
Ip orin in any A gralif) ing. their 2 $- from is till 
iar Babe wits they fed in Aled, 2d 
| Tbiluchely. * The chops and cole Fare being 3 . 
minated net, 5 Nn. 


f* 


K | 33 | mained 


„ vw 5% 4.” ©, 
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mained there, to see as much, perhaps, as I 
chould wish to have done, bad I staid longer. 


81 + | — 5 a * 


Tux towy itself has but a very poor appear- 
ance, and stands in great need of repair; it 
contains not above three hundred small houses, 
encloges by a wall built of bricks baked in the 


Sun. 

3 N £4k the East gate, within the wall, wh 
dome erected over the grave | of Aly*, Ma- 
| bommed's son in law, which is held in high 
vendhation by the Persians, who go there-once 
z year on pilgrimage, and pay almost the same 


RA \ 


** 


12 — — 85 


bn Moſt writers have, by 8 given Aly the tile of 
prophet but every one ho is acquainted with the favs of 
the Mahommedan reli gion, must know that Mahomed i is 
called the Seal . the prophets and that none after him is | 


allowed to ass ume that appellation. 
; FS devotion 


# 
* > * 9 4 — 


—— 


— „ 4 1 * * = 


= FROM ALEPPO ro weng. 67 


devotion to 1 that all Muszulmans doy to that 
of Mabomimed at Mecca. — 


„ — * £ * 72 
* * 4 9 
„„ 


Tuꝛꝛs cupola is between thirty-five and for- 
ty feet in diameter®; and of à cbnical form 3; 
having one minaret or Steeple on the South, 
and another on the North of it, on the N tops 
of which, the Muazzens call the * 0 
* ä 25 


' Tug Arabs would needs assure me, that 
both the dome and the steeples were covered 
with pure and solid gold. "Though this may 
appear incredible, because of its being situated 


in a wilderness, exposed to the mercy of eve 


3 


9 


# Colonel Capp:r gives a mistaken guess when he says, © it 
«© cannot be leſs than the dome of St. Paul's - but we must 
make the Colonel ſome allowance, for he only © ſaw it at the 
< diſtance of about ten miles.“ | 


| K2 


— 
- 


68 A JOURNAL ON A TRIP 


ry powerful plundering prince; yet, I cannot 
think the metal either brags or copper, both 
these being liable to corrosion, whereas, as I 
did heſore, this is perfectly bright, and ap- 
proaches nearest to the colour of gold. We 
_ myzt therefore, either conclude, it to be 3 
composition, or, if really gold, attribute-it's 


rafety to the gupergtitign of the inhabitants of 
these parts. This latter I am rather inclined 


to believe is the case; for at the time, on my 


expresving my astonishment 10 the Arabs, that 
no, attempts had been made to demoliah 
or plunder it, they one. and all deglared, that 
the infidels* had often endeavoured to commit 
s26rilege on the holy edifice, and had as 


— 
— 
— * 


* All the followers ef Aly give the t'tle of Infidel te thoſe 
of Omar. | | Abs 


often 
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often been truck dead by the hand of diving 
Providence. 


As I walked towards the "town, I was sur- 
rounded by a number of people dressed in 
Persian habits, and mounted on beautiful 
horses, who having heard we were Europeans, 
had come out to see us. They behaved wick 
great civility, and finding that I could talk the 


Turkish language, one of them (who I under. 
stood to be the Governor of the bin accosted 
me, and mildly asked from whence we came, 
and our destination. I thought a slight fib 

on this-occasion, not only excusable, but ne- 
| cessary; and, therefore told him, that we 
were messengers from the King of England, 
going to India with inſtructions for the pro- 


secution of the war againſt the French; at 


which they laughed and seemed pleased; for 


it 
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it is well known (notwithstanding what Mr? 
Habesci says in his History of Turkey) that 
the levity of the French has rendered them 
very obnoxious to the inhabitants of these 
countries, and that neither the Turks, nor the 
Persians, are well-wishers to that nation, 
though self- interest induces them to suffer 
and countenance their living and trading in 


their dominions. 


. 

: 

: 

| 
. . 
; 6 


AFTER some little conversation upon indif-. 
ferent subjects, the Governor wished us a. 
good night, desiring we would, on no account, | 
make ourselves uneasy, for that he should answer, 
for every thing that belonged to us, all the time 
we thought proper to remain within the limits | 


of his jurisdiction; and after many kind pro-. 


fessions 
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fessions on his part, and thanks on ours, he 
rode back to town, with all his retinue. 

I Maxx mentioned this circumstance to shew 
what erroneous ideas dome gentlemen hastily 
form, who are unacquainted with the disposi- 
tion of these people. Mr. Carmichael in par- 
ticular, represents the inhabitants of Mahshed , 
Aly as the most barbarous and inveterate ene- 
mies to the name of a Christian, though he 
owns at the same time that he never was near 


the town. 


Such uncharitable 3 drawn only 
from hearsay, should, I humbly conceive, be 
carefully avoided by a historian, as they can 
answer no other end, than wrongly to prejudice 


and lead into error travellers who know no better, 


On 


{ 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
. 
N 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
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O our return to the tent, we dispatobhed 
two servants to market, who brought us a couple 
of sheep, some fresh bread, pomegranates, 
ftucumbers, grapes, and Cabih, or mutton 
roasted in small pieces. One of the sheep 
we killed immediately, which served us two 
days; the other marched with the Caravan til 
our fresh meat was exhausted, and then shared 


the same ſate; 


We departed at half past one in the morning, 
but in about an hour after, halted at two wells 
of bad water, in a valley called Majereen, for 
** 2 the 
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the purpose of refreshing the camels, for we could 
not get a sufficient quantity at Mahsbad Aly, 


that town being situated in a dry, barren plain, 
and the water, for the use of the inhabitants, 
| brought from a considerable distance, and sold 


» if 


We left Majercen at six, and continued 
our coutse S. E. by 8. till four in the after» 
noon, when we Stopped for the day at Gaim, EE 
a 2 plain. | : 


Manxenzp again at seven in the evening, 


and Jaid by at Atchan at ten. 


* 7 * 
2 


3 
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Monday, the 20th, © 


" Havine travelled from half past two in 
the morning, until half an hour after ninc,— 


course as before,—over a sandy plain, we 


_ Alighted at Ayn-ul-Atchan, This is a spring of 


_ drinkable, though indifferent water, thickly sur- 
rounded with wood, and in fact, a very plea- 
nat and romantic situation; here we vitted 
to have remained a few hours longer than we 
did, to enjoy the cool breeze that gently 
whistled through the e whilst the 
friendly trees sheltered us from the scorching 
beams of the aun ; but were deprived | of 
this indulgence at twelve o'clock, heh the 
camels being ready, and the Sheik inclined to 


march, 


, 


FROM ALEPPO ro nA. 10 
march, we submitted to the 8acrifice with be- 


coming resignation. 


Ar A quarter before Six in the evening, ws 
encamped at Behairy for the night, on the 
banks of Shat-ul-Atchan, or the Thirsty Ri- ; 

ver; 80 called from its s drying up at particular 1 
season; of the year. Here the water being 
good, we bathed, and being ate a hearty ups 


4 


per, went to rest ane, 
| 


Aso r one in the morning, us were sud- 
denly alarmed by the Arabs calling to arms, 
for the sentries declared they had seen three 
horsemen near the camp, and did not doubt 
of their being spies of some hostile tribe; In 
2 few minutes we | LE ready for battle; it 
being very dark, the Arabs kindied ceveral. 

TE 


% 
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free, and coffee was constantly served round, 


to prevent slumber, : 


. SoMr were employed in singing their war 
songs, whilst others hoarsely joined in chorus, 
to she the enemy that they were not afraid, 


but always on the watch, This, perhaps, had 


the desired effect, for we met with no disa- 


greeable adventure,” except the loss of sufficient 
repose z the Sheik was, however, unwilling 


to move until the approach of the dawn, for 


fear of « ourprize, 4 


Thurſday, the 27th, 


RESUMED our march at half an hour after 
three, course 8. S. E. over an extensive plain; 


and 
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and at a quarter before zix, the same morning, 
stopped at Emshehed, on the banks of the game 
river, L'Atchan; for the camels could not go 
on, by en of the intense heat, and the 


number of insects that tormented them. 


* 


— 


Tunis place is also much clustered with 
trees and shrubs, and the Arabs were appre⸗ | 
heneive of liens and hyznas; but I could not 
zo much as see the sign of any having been 

' there, although I walked for a considerable 
time, properly armed and exerted, in hopes 


of getting a shot at one. | Here we only re- 


mained till a quarter after eleven; then moving 
off, kept the same point of the compass till 
a quarter before four, P. M. when we en- 


camped on the plains of Samawa, leaving the 


town 
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town of that name about six miles to out 


left. 


HavinG refreshed ourselves, we mounted 


again at twenty minutes before seven, and only 


at a quarter before eleven, pitched at Um-ul- 
Honta, to indulge ourselves with a few hours 


rest, which we stood in great need of. 


$2 — — ͤ öwv;TJ—„- 


Mednesday, the 28th. 


» ; * & \ 
\ 4 : 
A QUARTER before three in the morning 


was the hour that, our camels being ready, we 
purſued our journey; course 8. E. by E. and 
halted at ten minutes before eight, on 0 ady 
plain, called Hoeshe; because one of our 


camels | 
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camels had hurt his foot, and the alternative 


was either to kill, or cure him immediately, 


for he could not march in that condition. 


Tus being a favorite camel, the Sheik took 


great pains to effect the latter, and, it mus be 
owned, displayed his skill in surgery, to no 


small advantage ; for in a couple of hours, his 


| patient was able enough to keep pace with the 


rest of the party ; and we marched again at 


eleven o'clock, course 8. E. by 8. till we ar- 


rived on the plains of Megheri, at ten minutes 


| | 1 | we 
before four in the afternoon ;| where having 


made a hearty mral, we set off once more, at 


half an hour after seven, with a pleasant 


o 


. 


moonshine. 


| In our nocturnal march, our Arab guards, 
who were amazingly quick-sighted, discovered 


— 


— 
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80 
a man of a different tribe, lurking in a ditch, 
clad in antelope ſkins, for the purpose of ſhoot- 
ing wild antelopes, which 1 understood was 
his only means of subsistence. The poor 


wretch seeing the caravan approach, tried to 


make his escape, but our people being too nim- 
ble for him, he was soon taken, stripped 
| #tark naked, and would no doubt have been 
left to starre, bad we not used our intereſt in 
his behalf; which we did, after having made 
him swear by the prophet and the koran, that 
he would not betray us to any plundering par- 
ty. Our intercession with the Sheik had the 
ouccess we wiſhed, for he ordered every thing 
belonging to him to be restored immediately, 
and even went 80 far as to | give him some 
discuits, for which the man ſhewed every 


mark of gratitude; but he had little reason to 


be thankful to them, as it was not difficult to 


perceive, 
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perceive that our Arabs were far from being 
pleased at the restitution of this lawful prize. 
FR they called it); although the whole of it, in- 
cluding the matchlock, could hardly be worth 


more than two or three piasters.. _ | 


Ar twenty minutes before eleven, we en- 
camped'on a plain, of the same name as the 


Wir a cool and pleasant morning, departeu / 
at half an hour after two, course $.'S. E. and” 
at eigh* breakfasted at Gubber Abdallah, or 
the tomb of Abdallab, a Shaheed or martyr of 

7 3 2 low 


83 
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a low class, and held in very little veneration, 
His monument is a miserable one, and so much 
8unk into the ground, that only the top of a 
small cupola is now perceptible, —We left it 
at eleven, and travelled S. E. by E. till one in 
the afternoon, and then shifted our course to 
8. 8. E. over a dry plain, for several miles, 
covered with shells of fish, of various sizes 
and shapes; and 80 numerous, that in some 
places they were actually ix inches chick 
above the ground; their having been there a 
great length of time, was obvious ; for the out- 
ward black shell being quite withered away 
by time and the inclemency of the weather, 
the mothery pearl was only left to chew what 
they were. II picked up several, which adher- 
ed so close together, that they had the appear- 
ancc of never having been opened, and it re- 
quired some exertion to part them; which 


when 
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When I had done, I found full of clay and 


sand. 


Ir is difficult to form a judgment of the 
length of time sinee this part of the country 
was under water, for at present no un of any 
moisture is to be seen, within six or ten miles 


of it, 


Tk Arabs could form no other idea of these 
shells, than as being relicks of the general 
flood; however, any one but an Arab must 
soon see the absurdity of | this, when he 
considers that the thousands of years which 
have since elapsed must have turned every 


thing of the kind to earth or petrefaction ; 


_ YT » 1 — * 


* The mountains ia the neighbourhood of Aleppo abound in 
petrefactions of shell-fish. 


M 2 nor 
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nor is it to be supposed, that they i * 
confined to this small spot only, had they 
still existed. 


Wr also saw 2 number of skeletons of 
-camels, which the Arabs conjectured to have 
been killed very lately in some engagement, 
and therefore behaved more cautiously, fixing 


double entries at night. 


Ar three in the afternoon, we Halted af 1 
place, which the Arabs did not know the name 
of. At the distance of about half a mile to 
the left of our camp ks 2 small lake of rain- 

Water, pretty clear, but indifferently tasted—As 
we could not think of spending the night her e, 

on account of the great swarm of karte and 

other insects that the standing water produced, 
| #474 


' 


TROM RLEPPO 10 EUSSORS. 25 
Ufter-refreching ourselves and camels, we re- 
sumed our march at half an hour aſter seven, 
course 8. E. by E. and at ten minutes after ten 
at night encamped on the dry plains of Leghe- 
tha. 


* Friday, the 36th, 
| Koncunr at twenty minutes after three 3m 
che morning: at nine we came to Chabdiz 
where we reed till half an hour afics 4welve, 
and then departed, —Ceurse as before. At four 
we stopped at Bettain, a dry plain; here 
-- Gading no water, and the Sheik thinking the 


— *+ 
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place rather dangerous, we left it at seven, and 


at eleven laid by at Bataan. 


Saturday, the 3 lst, 


A cool and pleasant morning. We quitted 
our ground at two, and travelled course S. E. 
by 8. At seven got to a ruined village called 
Quebda.— This being our last stage but one, 

I despatched an Arab with a few lines to 
Mr, Latouche, our resident at Bussora, to in- 


form him of our approach. Here we could only 


get a small quantity of milk, a few rock-melons, 
| which 
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which the natives called musk-melons; some 


bad dates; and intolerable water, from a well, 


THe Arabs were not, less than ourselves, 
overjoyed at having got so near their home. 
They washed their faces for the first time, and 
put on their best clothes to meet their friends F 


in. 


FTnus equipped, we left Quebda at half an 
hour after ale and at the end of three 
hours and a half reached the town of Zebeer, 
with our colours flying and the Arabs marching 
before us in great pomp, who fired salutes with- 
out number, — not in regular vollies, but pro- 


miscuously, as fast as they could load. 


ZEKBEER 
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— being inhabited only by Arabs,. 
hose buſiness it is to accompany caravans, all 
the friends and relations of our attendants 
came out to meet them:—As their ceremonies of 
congratulation were likely to take up some 
ume, and the day being far advanced, we re- 
solved to encamp for the night near this town, 
that the next morning, on our arrival at Bussora, 
we might have leisure to visit the hummun, 
er hot bath, to cleanse ourselves of the ay 
and filth we had unavoidably gathered on the 


| 
0 


% * 9 1 * 
Regart. | 
[44-4 
q 


We had scarcely been seated half an hour, 
before the chief Sheik of Zebeer, with some 
ef the most conſiderable men of the town, 


exme to pay us 2 visit, and behaved with aue 


courtesy and politenees. 


p THEY 
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N Tu Er enumerated with raptures the obligal 
tions they laid under to Mr, Latouche, not fors 
getting to mention the philanthropy that gentle- 
man displa yed, in redeeming, with his own money, 
above forty of their familics/ from captivity, in 
1778, when the Persians had taken their town, 
and | enslaved those who were not abls 
to ks their escape by flight. —On our part, 
we treated them with becoming respect, pre» 
senting them with coffee, pipes, and such other 
refreshments as our situation could afford, till 
they thought it time to retire, at about eight 
o'clock. | 

Tazr had not been gone abore half T 
hour, before a messenger arrived from the Sheik 
of Zebeer, whom I have just alias with 
the Sheik's compliments, begging out acceptance 
of a fine boiled leg of mutton, for our supper i 
| N apologizing 
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apoiogizing, at the same time, for the scantiness 
of the treat, with assurances, that had he re- 


ceived earlier notice of our approach, he would 


have prepared a more suitable repast. 


tf attention is pleasing in an intimate acquaints 
ance, how much more so when it comes from 
an utter stranger ! Does it not, in the latter, 
indicate the utmost height of human civiliza- 
tion? And yet the refined European will not 
ecruple to brand these people with the epithets 
of „ angrattful, 3 and unsociable sava- 
ges. 1 Be this as it may, we felt the obligation 
in its fullest force, and after rewarding the 
bearer-with a few piastres for his trouble, dis- 
missed him, with bur compliments and thanks 


| 


to the Sheik, for his polite present. BY 
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Sunday, the 70 of August, 1784. 


Tux pleasing anxiety of getting to the end of 
our journey, and meeting our friends, induced 


us to rise betimes. Our first care was to call the 


Sheik, and having treated him with a dish of 


coffee, to insist on his r Nb of our 
tent, mahaffees, kitchen furniture, and all our 
remaining provisions, as a reward for his good 
behaviour; which he did, with a deal df mo- 
desty and thankfulness, and generously bestow- * 


ed many of the articles on the Arabs of his 
party, 


| Tavs being quite disencumbered, having 
nothing left but our trunks of linen and 
been, and a few fire arms; at half an hour 

M2". _ 


— * 
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after one we ordered the horses, which bad 
been hired for us over night, to be got ready, 


and taking leave of our Sheik, proceeded to 


Bussora, where we arrived at five o'clock, 


Ox entering the factory, a servant delivered 
me a letter from Mr. Latouche, (who was then 
at his country house) accompanying his ar- 
riage, with a polite invitation for Captain 
Rochfort and myself to go there; but we de- 
clined it till the evening, as we stood i in no 
small need of a toilette, before we could be fig) 


to appear in company with any rational being, 


In the interim, Mr. Doxat (an artillery Of b 
ficer of the Bengal establishment, who had 
arrived from Inoia some months before, with 


two or three others, and bad been detained 


pee ou account of the danger on the desart, 


arising 


: yROM ALEPPO re 3-177: PRES 05 
- arising from the war between the two tribeg 
before mentioned) shewed us. every civility 
and attention in his power, Having dined 


Marghil, the residents country seat, situated 
10 an elevated and pleasant spot on the banks 
of Shaat- ul- Arab; where we met with 3 
hearty welcome from Messrs. Latouche and 
Manesty, as well as the rest of that amiable fa- 
| mily ; insomuch, that the six and twenty days 
I remained with them, I may with truth 


number amongst the happiest of my life, 


Ir cannot be expected that, after seeing Bussors 


only twice or thrice, and even then en passanty 


— : — | — 

The rivers Tygris and Euphrates, j./in'rg together a few m ies 
above Bu z5ora, form the Shat- ul - Alb, or the river of the Arabs. 
(having 


— 


= BS ; 4 i» " 
x : i 
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: 


* 
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(having lived chiefly in the country) I could. 
have collected materials sufficient to entitle me 
to dwell with: the minuteness and perspicuity | 
that the historical description of a place would 
iequire ; nor am I willing to quote every out of · 
the- way story I hear, with a hazard of appears 
ing ridiculous hereafter, to chose who. may 
know them to be either exaggerated, or tos 
tally devoid of trubb. 


: 4 
C2 4 


I AN 50rry for this opportunity to remark, 
that had this maxim guided the pen of a cer- 
tain friend of ours, I should not have felt for him 


at Bussora, where I happened to be present at 


2 private. scrutiny into his. journal ou know 


who I mean. 


25 


ron irre To en A. 
Tux city of Bussora is built on an amazing 
extent of level ground, some what more than 


a mile from the great tiver; but it does not 
contain the number of houses that one 
would think it ought, as they are Scattered 
at irregular distances from each other, and 
intermixed with innumerable date trees. 
They are chiefly constructed of mud, or un⸗ E 
burat bricks, and the best of them, except the 
English factory, (which is built of hard bricks, 
proper materials, and kept in repair at the 
Spende of the East India Company) can only 
deserve the appellation of à poor and dreary 
habitation, 


Tre walls of the city wete also constriicted 
of mud, but these are mostly battered down, 
and neglected ever since the year 1778, 
the period of the Persian tiege, whick 

= 
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many able pens have already given circumstans 
tial accounts of, 


"Pane are a vast number of canals through 
the city, that fill at high water, and ps na- 
Ligable by very large flat-bo'tomed boats ®. 
These canals, however, are apt at times to 
vrerflow, and leave i in difcrent parts of the city 
great quantities of standing water, which be⸗ 


come very offensive in summer, as well from 


the heat, as the indolence ok the baun who to 
avoid a little trouble, do not scruple to throw | 
M1 the filth of the town into the ditches, 
whereby the air is infected, and a yearly epl- 
demical disorder breaks out amongst them, and 


proves fatal to many. 


* „ ” * 1 * * 2 


— — 


Some of chese boats, which go up and down th- rivers. | 
Tygtis and Euphrates, are 8aid to be of two huidred tons 


Tut 


I 
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Tux construction of their small boats is very 
remarkable; they are made of wicker- work, ex- 
actly like baskets, which when dry, are plaſter- 


ed on the outside with dammar, inſtead of 


— — 
— 

- 
— 


— — 
2 - — 


margin, and keep 


= turning as they 
LL PS => float along: these 
are, however, chiefly for the purpose of ferry 
ing men and cattle across the water. 
By what little I saw of the manners and 
customs of the natives, I thought them not 
different from those of all other inhabitants 
of the Ottoman empire, which many able 


writers having already satisfactorily described, 


it is unnecessary for me to repeat. 


= 
AN tr aan i, 
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The English nation is much respected at Bus- 
Sora, and the liberality, prudence and humani- 
ty of Mr. Latouche, during a period of seven- 
teen years amongst these people, have $0 far 
attached them to him, that his word 1s the 
law. 


He was then preparing to return to Europe, 
and, I think I may fafely venture to say, that 
the loss of him to the East India Company 
will not be an immaterial one, when I con- 
sider how inetrumental he has bon to their 
preservation of, and progresses in, India, dur- 
ing the late war, by bis indefatigable gt 
lance, and unalterable fidelity, 


WE embarked on the 26th of Augun, 65 
board the Honourable Company” s packet, the | 
Neptune ao, commanded. by Captain Wil- 


. 8. 
* 
liam 
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Ham Tin, direct bound for Bengal, where 
we arrived on the ist of November. | 


1 SH ALL forbear a particular relation of out 
bea: passage, it having been attended with no- 
thing that can make a detail useful or enter- 
taining, This I feel myself bound to own, 
that notwithstanding the EXcesSive heat, par- 
ticularly in the Gulph of Persia, (which far 


exceeded any I had ever before, or bave since 


felt) our time was, upon the whole, x spent with | 


that conviviality and good humour, requisite 
on all such occasions, and that | the genteel 
bebaviour of our ; "1 ane us claims 
every praise we can bestow on bim z in ant 
without being guilty of exaggeration, I may 
give my trip from Aleppo to Calcutta, the 
appellation almost of a party of pleasure. 


O2 I rInD 


— 
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IT rind, many in the circle of my acquain- 
tance in Bengal, extremely inquisitive about 
the Desarts of Arabia; some from 4 de- 
sire of visiting that part of the world , others 
only of gaining information. I have, however, 
scarcely ever heard the subject started, but 
the magnitude of the expence attending it 
has been quoted as one of the principal ob- 
stacles to many people's undertaking the jour- 
ney; for it appears, to the generality of them, 
a strange absurdity, to spend five or ar hun- 
dred pounds, merely for the sake of seeing 
countries, (which are really worth their curiosi- 
ty) whilst they can get a passage in a ship for 


two hundred and fifty, or three hundred. 


Having alrealy had various applications 
for the loan of my journal, and this letter 
containing all I have written, or perhaps, may 


heceafter 
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hereafter find leisure to write, on the zubject, 
I must crave your patience a little longer, 
whilst I endeavour, in as few words as I ani 
able, to shew chat with a little method and 
inquiry, this difficulty may likewise be ob- 


viated. 


In order to accomplizh this end, it is 
necessary to state the expence, which I shall 
here do, with the utmost exactitude, prepa- 


— 


ratory to the arguments. 


A rassAcE from Bengal to N b 
be had for | OE 

Seventy Arab guards, with 5 
fifteen camels for the use of the 
mahaffees, baggage, water, & e. 
from Bussora to Aleppo, or | — 


Carried over L£ 80 0-0 
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Brought orer 80 © 6 


wice verſe, may be hired for 


7 


Piaures — > 3000 


Provisions, serrants, &c. 800 
The journey from Aleppo 
to Latachia, or Scanderoon, 
wich a proper escort, will coſt. 
at the utmogt = * — 200 


; This sum of paistres 4006 
calculated at the rate of half T*] 


a crown for each paistre, is ex- i | 
actly yoo). sterling. 


Now, supposing three gentle- 


. . - ; | Wop, 
men are travelling in company, 


the expence would be no more z 


and the sum, divided into equal 18 — 
Carried over C. 80 o © 


« > — — I ˙ 


S ""* We gail more, in proportion, for 5 
4 the unfavourable :cason of the year, and the di>turbances. 


parts 


FROM: Ann o n 


Brought over 7 
parts, would leave each  perion's 1 
a, = = = = = 166. 13.4 


A rss from any of the 
above mentioned sea ports, to 


any port in France or Italy, 
could at any time be obtained © e Bis jobs} 
for n 4 6 
So that a gentleman may with 
every possible convenience, land ; 
in Europe for the sum of L£ 286 13 4 __ 


which is not so much as what 
he muſt pay for a passage in an 
Europe ship bound the Cape of | 
Good Hope. 


Bor you may perhaps say, that it is not possible 
at all times to find three or four persons of the same 
disp sition, 


— — ©. od ttt 2 2 
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disposition, and that a gentleman is obliged to 
travel without companions; even in that cory 
if his j Journey lies from India to Europe, he may 


Sith: very little trouble, contrive so as to indemnif y 


himself of a great part of his expences - for in- 
Stead of carrying bills of exchange or money, 
he may lay in a few thousand rupees worth of 
India piece goods, such as coarse muslins, called 
mulmuls, some durias, a small quantity of fine 
izarces, &c. packed up in bales, 57 exceeding f 
3 cuts. each, which he may without any addition- 
al expence, take with him as far bs Aleppo, 
where at the worst of times they are sure to 
sell for 35 or 40 per cent, clear profit, without 
the smallest delay; so that supposing he only 
takes 50920 rupees worth of these articles, the 
proſits arising therefrom will replace near- 
ly half of the sum he can possibly expend | 
& with any degree of prudenee, There are some, 
| I 
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4 know, 8 would even object to this plan of © 
proceeding, because they are diffident of their 
- abilities or knowledge in mercantile transactions, 

To these I would recommend to contrive, 80 : 
as to be at Bussora at the commencement of 
the Spring, or early in autumn, when they 
may almost always be sure of finding publig | 
caravans, which they may very commodiously 
join for a trifling consideration, When I say 
rrifling, I with to be understood, that the sum 
total of a person 8 eipences across the desart 


would not exceed a thousand plasters, or one 


hundred and twenty-five pounds sterling. 


: 


THis is, however, a very tedious method 
of travelling, for the camels being heavily laden, 
he must not expect to march above eighe or 
ten miles per day; to which, if he has philoſo- 
phy enough to submit, he will find it the safest 

P e plan 
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plan of the whole, as there are seldom cara- 
| vans that go with any considerable property, 
that are not guarded by two thousand match-lock= 
men, whichis a force sufficiently strong to resist 
the attack of four times the number of desart 
| Arabs, who seldom have any other weapons 
chan spears and babres. 


Tux degart between Bagdat and Aleppo is 
caled the Little Desact of Arabia, and is a 
journey of only fourteen or fifteen days for a 
caravan ; but I would not at any season of the | | 


year recommend this route, 


| First v, Because it will be found the long- 
| est; the passage on the river Tygris being a very 
-Precarious anu dis agreeable one. 


SECONDLY, 
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| SneowDLY, Because the beads of hn river 
and the Euphrates are generally infested with 


robbers. 


| Any Lastly, because the expenes will be 
greater; for the guards who accompany os 
to Bagdat will go no further, and you are un- 
der the necessity of hiring a fresh net; wha 
knowing that the nature of your situation will 
not admit of your remaining any considerable 
time in a strange place, where there are no 
Europeans, will invariably keep up their de- 
mands, till at length you are TO" to 5ubs 
mit to their n 7 


Now, agreeable to the promise I made in 
| the beginning of this letter, I Shall here ins 
troduce a list of the different articles, necessary 
for a person to carry with kim, when travels 

pa ling 
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ling through the desart, as I deem this one of 


the principal dutiesof a journalist, whose wish 
is to be useful to others; and more particularly 
as J have myself felt the want of some of the 


things, not in a small degree distressing. 


NECESSARIES for one, or two Gentlemen, on 
their Jourrey acroſs the Grand Deſart 18 Arq- 


bias — vix. 


A coop tent, thick enough to keep out 
the rain as well as the sun, with walls 


to screen you from the hot wind, 


A pair of good plain mahaffees, without 
any boxes for the feet, 
A good horse or mule to ride on when tired 
of the mahaffees, 
Water and provender for the horse, and a 
gervant to take cate of him, 
1 A good | | 
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A good cook, 


A servant who can talk Arabic and zome 


European langusge, 75 
A complete Arab dress, 
Bedding and carpet, 

A couple of fowling-pieces, 


A good quantity of powder, bullets, and 


shot of different si zes, 
A spying-glass, 


A pair of green glasses (commonly called 
goggles) for the purpose of pregerving the 
the eyes from the bad effects of the hot 
sand, blown about by the wind, 


Some candles, and a couple of Arab lan- 
terns, not forgetting a coffee - pot and 


cups, 


— 


dome 
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Some charcoal and matches, 


Tobacco and pipes to offer to the Sheik in 
an evening, ger 
Twelve large skins to carry water in, 


and two or three leather bottles. 


A few cooking utensils, not omitting a small 


roasting spit and gridiron. 


Zatables. 


130 ditto rice, 
30 ditto mutton, fried in butter, and pro- 


perly seasoned, will keep good through- 


out the journey, 


A couple of hams, 
A dozen 
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A dozen of neat's tongues, or some corned | 


Butter, oil, and vinegar, 
Salt, pepper, and 8pices, 


A stock of dried fruits; viz. raisins, figs, 
dates, prunes, apricots, almonds, pis- 


tachio-nuts, &c. &c. 


Drinkables. 


A quantity of — water in skins, and 
if possible, some in bottles, 


A sufficient quantity of auch liquors as are 
propurable —T would advise gentlemen 
going from India, te- carry their choice 
liquors from hence; for nane can be had 
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at Bussora, without depriving the gen- 


tlemen there of their private stock, 


A dozen bottles of lemon, or lime juice. 
| This is a very necessary ingredient to 
mix with water when it is bad, | 

Tis and about twenty mounds of good 
Mocca coffee, 

A pound or two of allum, pounded very 
fine, a tea-spoon full of which, put into 
a gallon of muddy water, and stirred about 
for a as; and then leſt to settle, 
will, in less than half an hour, clarify | 


the water, so as to make it drinkable, 


N. B. Should there be more than two gen- 
tlemen, the quantity of each article will, of 
course, be proportionably increased. 

For the first two or three days, fresh meas 


and bread will keep good. 


As 
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As to the number of cantely and guards, it 

must depend entirely on the circumstances and 

pleasure of the persons travelling.—Ours was 

a very small party; but scventy or elghity 
guards would be a very ample escort. | 


It may not be amiss, before I close my re- 
marks, to observe, that the autumn, winter, or 
 8pring, are the properest seasons to cross the 
desart in; I mean, any time from the begin- 
ning of November till the middle of April; 
for during the rest of the year, the heat is 
excessive, and the water not only bad, but 
$CAarce 5 whereas, in the proper monthly. these 


inconveniences are greatly removed, ana game 


is to be met with in abundance. 


# 
— * 
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As ILShall soon have an opportunity of Write 
ing to 10 8 let this sufſice for the pres 
gent, and all private concerns shall form 
another epistle; though perhaps, not quite SQ 
voluminous as this; in the mean time, be- 


lie ve me to be, 


Tours, &c. 


HENRY ABBOTT, 


CaLlcurT ra, Dec. 2oth, 1784. 


FINIS. 


=_ 
& 


* of N * FT * 


